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W Given the secute political .sensitivity of the PERSHING II

. daployment 1ssue in Germiny, the vuexpected resolution cancerning
deployments passed by ths Bundestag on 23 June has caused the
Jederal Republic's government to ssssss carefully {ts position.
Chancellor Xebl and other senipr officials have stated publicly

the Federal Republic's continuing firm commitment to begin PERSHING
11 deploymeuts in Decamber if the Geneva negotiatfoms have not
reached an agreement obviating the deployments. Hevertheless, the
potentially volatile domestic sitaation has forced the goverument
to take a litersl interpretation of the 23 June resolution, This
interpretation Das been cooveyed to us by both Gemscher and Woerner,
vho received their {astructions directly from Chancellor Kohl:
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- Ko miesiles or parts of missiles, iuncluding 'du-y nissiles
. used for testing, csn be brought into Germauy before comple-
tion of the raquired Bundestag debate in mid~November.

~= While the resolutiocn does not prohibdbitc conversion of eractor-
lavachers (EL) in Cermsny, the potentially high vieibility of
this item as 1t moves to various facilities =-- including tha
designased German subcontrsctor -- make the process vulmer-
sble to demonstrations, and could lesd to charges that the
resolution was being violated. Figally, the Germanm subcon-
tractor's faeility £s in Ssarbrucken, which is governed by
Oskar Lafontaina, who can be expacted to be able to gener-
ste lazge democnatrations. Consequantly, all EL coaversion
necesvary before mid~Novenber should tzke place outeside

g Germany, if possidls.
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- All other asctivitias, to include deployment of warhead W
training davices, cen proceed as scheduled. O
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. @ The eurrent plan envisioned conversion of erector-launchers
beginning in Germany lsst month, with arrival of missile parts begin-
ning in September. The firet PERSAING II ‘battery (9 launchers) is to
bacone operationsl on 15 December. Informal discussions with the Army
8taff indicate that alternatives which would meet the Germsns' con-~
cerns, while certainly not desirable, are available. While we might
be adla to dissuade the GCarmsns ou the issue of XL coaversion quteide
Carmany, the process would likely consume several valoable weeks,
during which no preparations could proceed. Consequently, I have
asked the Army to develop a plan for conversion, in tha United BStates,
of sufficient BLs to complete the first PERSHING II bdattery on tims.
A copy of ay memo to Under Secretary Ambrose is attached. «

(@7 - Cerman Foreign Minister Geascher and MOD Political~Nilitary ..
Dirsctor MC Tandeeki will be in Washington on 1l July. We should ba
prepared to inform them of onx plan at that time, and seek firm FRC
comnitment to it with no further perturbations. I balieve we should
insist -~ and with your approval we will insist -- that the German
Covernmant defray the added costs stemaing from these last-minute

demands. .
W&&,
RICHARD PERLE
Attachment
as stated
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